Dear Ms. CSoddard, I/ 29/76 

I'd like to be able to reply at length to your 1/24 but the phlebitis and absence of 
any help too severely limit what ^ must do. As you have seen, this is what others 
have not. Talk accomplishes nothing. Work does. I can't attribute a single distribu- 
tion of the new evidence in i^y last two books to any of these talkers. They would rather 
be showmen and get attention. But all the half-truths and deceptions do ld,ck 

I've had no contact with the Assassination Information committee* While I don't 
doubt their sincerity 1 do question if they can distinguish fact fr«n fiction and thus 
whether what they can distribute la "information.'’ For newcomers to talk about 
research now is little more than big talk. They'd be lucky to begin to duplicate part 
of what has been done and they don t know about. These kinds of projects provide an 
outlet for people of good intention, as they pi'ovide a forum for tho nuts and self- 
seekers. But I've never known a single bit of good to oooe from any of them and do know 
of much harra. The end product is propaganda and we’ll not aocompllah anything with that 
on this subject. The problem ia not turning people on. It is ending the turning of the 
key votes and people in Congress and thw already corrupt media off. There are countless 
eramples for which I can't take time. 1 can only |pend so much time typing because I 
have to keep my legs horizontal and because I can t sit for more th«n 30 minutes. 

Collars there is no question. It was done by a nurse and with a scalpel and under 
a doctor's orders and directions. 

Wecht is a real Billy Sunday. But as you recognize he lucks the basic know- 
ledge oven of the material, is promoting himself and his malpractise business with paid 
public appearances that are never based on his own work and comonly arc based on error. 
It hurts us worse because of his reputation. 

If the inference about Smith is that he is an agent I don't think so. I’ve had 
contact with him. He has failed to do anything worthwhile therefore he aseumes there 
is nothing, ytherwiae he has to tell himself that will all the time and facilities he 
was an uAtsr failure. He Han't bo reasoned with and is incapable of absorbing or even 
perceiving the evidence in thistacL kind of inquiry. I’ve been through it with him and 
his forsser associates, none of whom is really informed or a dependable source. Bzeept 
Le. ai', who says when ha does not know ■inryti, iaetead of iBiprovising. 

I don't think publishing is required of everyone and those not prepared to do 
solid factual work ought not. One of our major problems has been the publishing of the 
undependable to the irrational. It,besmiroheB all, destroys' W1 credibility. As I 
above, it harms to spread what Isn t factual, minor an industry aa it has become. Dep- 
perman is a prims example. He 3rapreaents the views of the unfnctual Uebexman, who was 
<me of the best friends tho Hockefeller Coaiaisaioa had. What he ayabolizes haa ripped 
of the minds of a oolfege generation and done Irreparable harm in Congress. 

TJtonks for the comment on Post Mortem, I regret 1 can„t get it around more. 

Sorry about the typos. Time really does press on me and ^ kanSt now keep the 
hours I used, ' 


Beat regards. 



